El Dorado County Fire Safe Council

REQUEST FOR CHIPPING
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  El Dorado County Fire Safe Council


    2011/2012 Residential Chipping Program
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The EDCFSC has received grant funds to provide chipping for people who are clearing their property to create defensible space. All you need to do is complete the items below: 

· Create defensible space by clearing brush 100' from buildings and 20' from roads. Refer to Cal Fire Guidelines on creating defensible space at:  www.fire.ca.gov . We encourage participants in the program to have a residence on the property. Scheduling priority will be given to those who have a residence on the property.

· Place brush piles so the chipping machine and crew can have access. The piles need to be adjacent to a driveway or street. Preferably pile brush on the uphill side. Do not place piles along busy, heavily traveled roadway, where signage or additional crew would be required by County or State Code for safety. This is not covered under the Fire Safe Council's contract.  Recently removed vegetation will chip better than old dried out branches and shrubs.

· It is easier and more efficient to chip the piles if they are wider and spread out rather than taller. All the cut ends need to be facing the same direction. Please follow the diagram below for additional instruction on preparing your piles.

· The chipper can handle material up to 7" in diameter (no root balls). The equipment does not chip individual branches that are small (rakings) or old-decayed wood well.


· Keep all piles free of rocks, dirt, wire, lumber, spiny plants, poison oak, and blackberries. The chipper can not chip piles of pine needles or leaves. You can dispose of this material in green waste dumpsters.

· The FSC requires the “Request for Chipping” form be completed and signed before chipping is done on your property. The form can be completed on our website at: www.edcfiresafe.org or you can mail your signed form once your piles are ready for chipping.  The Fire Safe Council does not operate equipment on RED FLAG warning days as determined by the National Weather Service. If you are scheduled for chipping on a day that is a RED FLAG warning day you will be rescheduled.

· Pre-inspections are available upon request.
· You do not have to be home the day you are scheduled for chipping. The EDCFSC will provide a maximum of 1-day chipping services per residence per year. 

 Name: ________________________________Telephone: __________________ Email: ________________

Assessors Parcel Number: ________________ Address: __________________________________________ 

City/Zip: ___________________________ Nearest Cross Street: ___________________________________

Are you the owner of the property?
Yes [  ]    No [  ]   

Owners Name (if different): ________________________ Contact Phone (if different):___________________   

Chipping:  Number of piles: ______ Total size of piles combined: W_______(X) L_______(X) H________ 

Approximately how many acres of property did you clear? __________________



Where is the material? On the shoulder of a Road [  ]      Driveway [  ]        Other [  ] ________________

What would you do with this material if this program were not available?

    Burn it [  ]    Leave on property [  ]     Chip [  ]     Take to El Dorado Disposal Material Recovery Facility [  ]    

    If you would take it to El Dorado Disposal, how many miles (round trip) is that? ____________

How many hours did it take you to prepare your material?  __________

If you hired someone to cut and stack the material for you, how much did it cost? ___________

I have completed the requirements on the attached form (checklist) and agree to allow the El Dorado County Fire Safe Council’s (EDCFSC) private contractor admittance onto my property in order to access the pile for chipping. I understand that the material will be chipped back onto my property. I understand that the EDCFSC provides this service through contracts with private chipping companies.  The contractor has final authority to determine if a pile is suitable for chipping.  I understand that if the pile is not prepared per the checklist, it will not be chipped.   EDCFSC provides the contractors with a preferred weekly schedule, but final decisions for scheduling of chipping are made by the contractor.  In addition, I will comply with the chipping crews’ decisions as to where chipped material is deposited because safety is their foremost concern.  I will not make any attempt to load brush into the chipping machine.  I understand that all work will be halted if this attempt is made. I understand that EDCFSC is not obligated to perform this service and that EDCFSC is not liable for its failure to perform this service or for the negligent performance of this service. 

________________________

_______________





Signature




Date

Please sign-up online at: www.edcfiresafe.org  or mail the completed form to: 
P.O. Box 1011 Diamond Springs, CA 95619

The EDCFSC gratefully accepts donations for services rendered.  Your contribution is tax deductible.
Note:  1) The Fire Safe Council is not responsible for your pile of chips.  It is the property owner’s responsibility to spread the chips. 2) Your property may be located where there are federally listed species. It is the your responsibility to contact the US Fish and Wildlife Service to determine if a Section 10 Incidental Take Permit is required prior to conducting fuel reduction activities on your property.  









Revised 3/25/2011

If you have any questions please call the Fire Safe Council office: (530) 647-1700

P.O. Box 1011 Diamond Springs, CA 95619


