
living with

a guide for the homeowner 
in Santa Cruz County 



Dear Reader,

On behalf of the San Diego County Fire 
Chiefs’ Association, I am pleased to 
present ���������	
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We all agree that Southern California is a 
wonderful place to live, but it comes with 
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will not only help to protect your home 
and property – but could potentially save 
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Within these pages we’ll teach you about the 
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even given you step-by-step instructions to 
create a family evacuation plan including a 
supplies checklist and how to secure your 
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Perhaps most importantly, we have included 
useful community resources, contact 
information and website addresses, many 
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continually changing, this should be 

considered a living document; we encourage 
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Department, Fire Safe Council, San Diego 
County Fire Chiefs’ Association (listed to the 
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conditions combined with unstoppable Santa 
Ana winds – the next big one is just around the 
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big one – shouldn’t you do the same?

 

 
Susan Day 
Burn Institute  
Executive Director

A Message from the Burn Institute Preping your home and property
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Forest Health and Tree Management
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Recovery & Resilience
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USDA Natural Resource 
Conservation Service
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California Department of  
Forestry & Fire Protection
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California Native Plant Society 
Fire Recovery Guide
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Monterey Bay Friendly 
Landscaping
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San Jose State University 
Fire Weather Research Lab
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Central Coast Prescribed 
Burn Association

Registering for CodeRED, the regional 
��������+%%�����
���!���=��	��9��"�9���	$��
��
one way to ensure that you will be informed 
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receive evacuation notices, bio-terrorism 

alerts, missing person reports, and 
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Learn more or register today at 
www.scr911.org
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Every step you take in advance reduces risk 
to you, your family and your home – whether 
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Fire is, and always has been, part of the 
dynamics of the beautiful area in which 
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permanent structures in this dynamic 
ecosystem, we must take it upon ourselves 
to create balance around our homes 
and infrastructure, and through advance 
planning and preparation, we can be ready 
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going to evacuate early or stay and defend 
$����������

Sheltering in place, or staying to defend your 
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When to leave
Relocate early enough to avoid being caught 
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Remember 
By evacuating early, you give your family the 
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In addition, if you choose not to evacuate, 
and consequently need to be rescued by 
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Firebrands
Firebrands and embers are burning 
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Speed  
4 miles per hour

Area 
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Fire size in 6 minutes 
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Flame length 
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Speed 
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Fire size in 6 minutes 
5 acres

Flame length 
%��!	�

Tall Chaparral Fire
Speed  
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Fire size in 6 minutes 
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Flame length 
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WILDFIRE?how fast is

Is there anything we can do?  

YES! Be Prepared.
The keys to preparing for  
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• Defensible HOMES

• Defensible SPACE

• EVACUATION Planning
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Weather 
Dry, hot and windy weather increases the 
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• Make ignition easier
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Terrain 
Of all types of topographic features, 
steepness of slope is among the most 
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• Aspect – south and southwest slopes   
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Human Environment 
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the human-built environment becomes 
important in predicting loss of life 
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• Combustible construction, especially roofs

• Narrow roads, limited access

• G�����!����1��!�����
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• Inadequate water supply

• Poorly planned subdivisions
 

Environmental Warning

Landowners who have received notice 
from the California Department of Fish and 
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of the occurrence of rare, threatened, or 
endangered species on their property in 
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Cut all grass and weeds to approximately 
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 � ����$�����$�
����$��	�	�����	����	������
����
������
�$���������
!������	��%���������������.

 � Are you and your family members mentally, physically and 
emotionally able to cope with the intense smoke, heat, stress 
��
���
����!����
�
������
���
�!��

���$��������.

 � Can you protect your home while also caring for members of your 
!��
�$����	����	�.

 � Do you have the necessary resources and equipment to 
�!!��	
���$����	������.�

 � #����$��������������
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&����������!��	�����	�%���!	����
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If you answered “No” to any of these questions, then plan to evacuate early.



santa cruz county • living with �����
�

6

������
�
������������	
���!�����������	��	���
�	��	����
�
	��6�������
��
��������

!$�$���������	�����
�	�
�
�
����[����
	�����&��	�	���$����������
���
�
�
�!���
&������
�!���
&��������������!���&�		����������
�!�����
����[����	���������	�������	����������	�	��
	�
��	
����/����������
����
�����������
��
��
���
��
����	
���������
	�
��&�
�	����	��
�������
�
��
	������	���	
������
�����
����	���	�������������
�2������
����
��&
�
	$�
��
������
�
�����

Roof
 � Install a non-combustible roof that meets 
	��������
���	
�����@�
�����	���!�$����
������
	$��9������
	��$����&�
�

���

����	���	����������������

 � Review roof venting and replace old style 
���	��'������
������$*��
	�����	��	��	�
���
�	�
�	���
����!����&���
����
���&����

 � Cover your chimney and stovepipe with an 
�������
������������	���

 � Remove dead trees and vine branches 
��������
���$�������!�

 � J��������$�	����&���������
	�
��%��!	���!�
$������
���$�

 � Clean all dead leaves, needles and other 
combustible waste from your roof and 
��
����		�����

 Construction
 � If you can, build your home away from 
ridge tops, canyons and areas between 
�
�����
�	��������

���

 � ��
�
�$����������	�����	����!	��!����$����
������	$��
���

 � Use non-combustible materials for the 
�5	��
������!������!�$���������

 � Enclose the underside of eaves, balconies, 
above-ground decks and other projections 
�
	��
��
	
��1���
�	��	���	��
���

 � Relocate your attic vents from under 
	���������	����&����������!��������
Prefabricated attic vents for gable and 
���!�����
��	
�����������
��&���

 � Install only dual-pane, with one pane 
being  tempered glass and the other 
�������
��������
�
������
���$�
��	�� 

Landscaping
 � 9��	��	�$��������������
����	���	��
nursery or university extension for 
������	
����

Yard
 � =	�������
�
�����	�����	����!	�����$�!����
all structures, and clear away combustible 
����	�	
����
	�
��%��!	���!����
�
����

 � Locate LPG or propane tanks at least 
%��!	��!������$��	���	�������
��������
�
	�����
	���	�����	�%��!	������������!����
����	�	
���

 � Remove all stacks of construction 
materials, pine needles, leaves and other 

�&�
��!����$����$��
�

 � 9��	��	�$��������������
����	���	�	����
�
��	�
!�����1&���
���
��������
�
��$����������

 � ������������&��	
&����������	�%14�!	��!����
	���!���
�	
���

 Emergency water supply 
Maintain an emergency water supply that 
���	������
����	���	��	��
��
��	�����������
�!�	���!�����
��Y

 � 9��������	��>�$
���	��$�	���

 � Cooperative emergency storage tank 
�
	����
��&����

 � =��	��9��"�9���	$���@�
�������
�
�����!�
%���������������!���	����	��������
�������
department hydrant to access the water 
for all new residential, non-residential 
��
�&�
�

����


	
�����!������	����4���
�@�����!��	�

 � Clearly mark all emergency water sources 
�
	��&������2��	
���	������
���	
!$�$����
����������
����	���	��!�	��
���5
�	�����

 � 9���	�����$�������	����������	��$����
������	���������$���	����������

 � If your water comes from a well, consider 
an emergency generator to operate the 
pump during a power failure or store water 
in a tank higher than the house to allow 
����
	$�2���

HOMEcreate a defensible

Does your home have a deck or  
an exterior staircase? 

A combustible fence or gate attached  
	�����	���	����
����	����	�
!�
	���	�������������
��
�������	�������
����&�
��
������� 
	��	����������

For more information regarding combustible 
decks, fences, and man-made fuels, please 
��!���	�Y

�������
�>�
	��>���>E������>��
�

��>



�
��������
�
�������������
������	
���
���	������������	���"
����	��	�
��	�
����#����"������	�����
����#�$�
�"����%��������&���#�
������	����
�
���&
��'��
�#������������#���	�
���&&���������������������&���(



This home followed smart 
landscaping rules; however, a 
wheelbarrow left too close to the 

��������
	�����
�#��
��
�	
���
scorched the exterior of the home. 
)
���&
�&�
������
������
�#���'��
��
������*����������	�
������
��
stored at a safe distance from the 
home.
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Access
 � Identify at least two roads or access 
routes out from your neighborhood if 
����
&���

 � Where feasible, modify roads to allow for 
	��1��$�	��!�������

�	�����	��

 � Design road width, grade, curves 
and vertical clearance, to allow large 
��������$����
������9������
	��$����������
������������

 � Construct driveways to allow large 
emergency equipment to reach  
$���������

 � Design bridges to carry heavy emergency 
���
������
����

���&���
�"��������
�
����
������	������

 � Post road signs and addresses made of 
non-combustible material to show house 
���&����	��!������	�
�	
������������(
��
1
��
�)���
���
��	���
���
��	��
�
	�	
����

 � Make sure dead-end roads and long 
driveways have turnaround areas wide 
�������!�����������$����
������9���	���	�
	�����	�����������1��$����
��

 � Make sure the address numbers on your 
�����������2��	
���������	���	��
	��	���
background, and are large enough to 
be clearly seen from the street and in 
low-visibility smokey conditions If needed, 
����

���������
���	��!����&����

 � Clear combustible vegetation at least  
%�1���!	��!�������
����
�
�
����$��

 � Cut back overhanging tree branches 
�&�������
���:
���	���������
����
�
����
%{�!	�����	
��������������

 � 9���	���	�(��	����)�����&���
������������
greenbelts, parks, golf courses, irrigated 
���������
��	���	
�����
��

Outside
 � Designate one emergency meeting place 
outside the home, and one outside your 
��
��&�����
��=���#��
�����E������������
%{�!��������
�!����	
���

 � E���	
�����������$��5
	�
�
������������$�

 � Make sure electric service lines, fuse 
and breaker panels are installed 
and maintained as prescribed by the 
����	�
������
��

 � 9��	��	�@���
��
�����
�������������
to perform electrical maintenance 
��
�����
���

Other
 � Check your homeowners insurance 
annually to ensure you are adequately 
������
�������	�����
�����	���!�
construction costs to rebuild in your 
area so that you are prepared for the 
unfortunate event of losing your home or 
�	�����	���	�����

defensible home
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����������������
����
/���

������&���������

������

����!�����
����&��������������
��������
��

   A match held in the upright position 

������	�&����
�������

�$��

�������	������
��	������
"��	���������
����
�
��������	�������
��!�	���2�����
/�����	���������������
��	���������	�
����	�	
���&���
��������2�	�	�����	�$�
����
���������

/�
����	�����������	�����������
���
���

�$�������	��������������	�
��������
as in all slopes, canyons and chimneys, 
2�����������	�����	�	
�����
�
�	���	���������
��!�
	�����
���	�������
�������	���������
�����	��

 Reducing the “fuel”
/������	������
������	
�����
�!���
&���������
is to selectively thin plants, then prune to 
reduce the fuel volume of the plants that 
����
���=���	
�����
�
���
�����	����
������
landscaping can grow as an uninterrupted 
layer of vegetation as opposed to being 
��	��$�����

��$������
�
�

�

��������	���/���
more continuous and dense the vegetation, 
	�������	���	����
�
����	����	���!�	�
���
	��	
���
is present within your recommended 

�!���
&���������������$��������
�(&����1

	1��)�&$�����


���!���������	
���&�	�����
����	�������������������!�����	���9�	����������
dry vegetation in cooler, earlier hours, not 

��	������	��!�	���
�$��Remember, if it’s 
too hot outside for you to be working, 
it’s too hot to be using equipment for 
thinning brush. 

Ladder and wick fuels
Vegetation is often present at varying 
��
��	����
�
����	���������������

����?�
���
	��������

	
�����2�����!����!�����&���
���
at ground level can be carried to shrubs, 
which can ignite still higher fuels like tree 
&����������5�������!���

���!����Y����
�
fences that attach to your home, wood piles 
or storage of combustible materials next 
to your house, combustible ground cover, 
���
��������/�����

���!�������&��������&��
corrected by providing a separation between 
	�������	�	
�����$�����7
	�
��	���
�!���
&���
space area, a vertical separation of three 
times the height of the lower fuel layer is 
��������
�
�

The Three R’s of Defensible Space

+������� Eliminate entire plants, 
particularly trees and shrubs from the 
"������5������Y���		
���
������
��
�	����
�����		
�����	���2����&�������&�

+����	���� Remove plant parts such as 
&��������������������5������Y�����
���
dead wood from a shrub, removing low 
&����������
����
���
�
�
�������

+�&�������	� Substitute more 
��"��
��������	�	
����
	�������2����&���
����	���

�5������Y����������!���
������	��
�
�!�2����&�������&����
�����	
������

��
��	�
������1��
�	�
��
�2�����&�
�

SPACEcreate a defensible

A B C

2X

Flat to gently sloping 0-20%

Moderately steep 21-40%

Very steep +40%

4X

6X

Flame length is the distance measured 
!����	�����������2����	
��	��	����


���
�!�	���2��
���"�����	�	���&�����!�	��������
�	�
���������
����������	������	���2�����
����	
�	�
�
���	���!!��	���!��
�
���
��������
:���������	��
�����
�

��	����!�����
���

�	���
	$�



May require thinning of natural 
vegetation (e.g., remove dead, 

woody debris and live plant 
material).

Replanted with fire-resistive plant 
material, permanently irrigated, and 

cannot extend into designated 
open space areas.

30-100 ft* Beyond 100 ft*5-30 ft*structure + 0-5 ft*

To learn more about   
Fire-Resistive Plants
California-friendly plants require 
less water to be kept "green" during 

��������
���������������������
���
resistant landscape. Search by color 
�������������������������������
�
���	�����������
��������������

santacruz.watersavingplants.com
!		����
������������
���
����������
������
����������
��������
�	���������
�
����������#��
���
���
��������
landscape architect or contractor 
�����������������
	����
���
�
��$
resistive planting options for your  
 particular area.

Lean, Clean and Green Zone 
5-30 ft.  from structures and decks or to 
your property line, whichever is closer.

���	�
��"�������
�
��	��������	
�
	$�&�	�����
groups of vegetation by increasing the spacing 
between trees, removing lower branches 
of trees and shrubs, and creating areas of 

��
��	�
���
���������
�������	���E���	�������
�
be properly watered and maintained to remove 

��
>
�$���	��
�����

Ember Resistant Zone 
0-5 ft.  from structures including decks

���	������	�����!��	��������

����	���	�������
�
decks avoid combustible materials including 
mulch, woodpiles, woody plants, trellises, or 
�	�����	���
�
	����	��	�����
����
�$���	��������
/�
��
��������	������!������
�����
�������$��
����	����"���1������!��	�����������
����
�����
51

����������&��	
&���"����&�	�����	��������
�
��
�	����	��	��!�	���&�
�

��0���5	��
����


���

Reduced and Managed Fuel Zone 
30-100 ft. from structures  

���	�
��"�������������5	���������&$�
decreasing the density of trees, shrubs and 
����	�	
���	������������������	���
���
����
2������
��	���E����������
�����
�����
���

����
	
����	����
������

���!����������������
��
�&��!���������
�����	�	
���
�	��	�����	����

Beyond 100 ft. from structures

������	��������%���!	���!�"���
����1���
�	��	�
landscaping will protect your home, but may 
��	�&���
�@��	����
��������
�����	�������
Check with environmental regulatory 
agencies before modifying native vegetation 
that might include endangered species and 
��&
	�	��

ZONE 1ZONE 0 ZONE 2 NATIVE VEGETATION

�B������
���������
"��	���������



These hillside homes have visible defensible space,  
	
�	�&
�	��	���	
����
�����
�&�����������������
�(
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Wood decks and fences
Embers can land on many wood surfaces 
near or adjacent to structures, then ignite 
and burn hot enough to ignite eaves, wood 
siding, and other combustible parts of 
��������7��
�!��������	�������������
�����

��
	��	���������
!�	��$������		����
��

 � Consider replacing the surfaces and 
covers of wood decks, porches, and 
��	
����
	�����1��	�
�
������	��
�����
������	�������	�����

 � ��������&��	
&�����	��
�������!	��
from the house, including woodpiles, 
trash, wooden trellises, gas-powered 
�@�
����	�

 � Replace the wood fence or gate attached 
to the house, with wrought iron, stucco, or 
����	
��!����������	���

Smart landscaping
G��
����
����
	���
�
����
���
�
�[����
(�������
��)�[�
������������	������	
���
based primarily on the plant’s ability to 
��
����	����
�
����	����	��(:
�������	)�
plants grow slowly and stay small, so they 
��@�
����
		�������
����/��$����
����!�����
leaves, dead, and dry material, and they 
keep their moisture content even in dry 
����������	����
	���
�
����
��
��	
����
Choose native or drought tolerant plants that 

���
��������	���	���	�$�������������

�����	��
that contain oils, resins and waxes that make 
these plants burn with greater intensity, such 
��������$�	�����
�������
�]��
������#��0	�
plant Mexican Fan Palms, as they produce 

�$�!���
��	��	��������$�2����&�����
�2$�
	�������	����
�������
��
	�
��#��0	�����	�
ornamental grasses, such as Pampas grass, 
���	��$������
���$�2����&�����
������
�
�	��
�
]����	���	������������J���������������
�
ground litter with rocks or mineral soil within 
4�!��	���!�	���!���
�	
���

%��
���
�
��
��$�������
��
�����1���
�	��	�����	����������	�
��@���
	$�
altogether if not properly maintained and 

��
��	�
��G�����!�����1	�����		��	
�������
�����	�
�����1���
�	��	�����	�����

�������
	��
dead twigs, leaves and branches, to grow 
into monstrous, yet sometimes invisible 
!�������������7����	������
��	����!�$����
house and prune plants that are under 
�
�
��������������J���������
�����
�
consider putting a minimum of two inches 
of mulch under plants, in areas that are at 
����	�%14�!	��!����	���!���
�	
����B�
�	�
��
the correct irrigation schedule year-round 
for the good health of your plants to prevent 
��	
���$�
��	������5����
������������	���
Remove dead foliage and twigs from trees 

and shrubs, then determine the cause of 
the dead foliage and treat diseases or pests 
	�����	����	�������	�	�����
�����	����!�
	�

����
�������	�������	�
���

�	��$����
��
�����	�

��!����

Environmental regulations
Federal and State environmental 
������	
�����
��	���	����	���������	�����2
�	�
�
	���������	��	
��������
���������	���
Environmental law should not be ignored in 
������
���!����
�
�����9������	
���&�	�����
���
������	���������	��������������
���
and property owners has resulted in an 
��������	�	����������%���!	��	�
��
���!����
�5
�	
����	���	������

���=��	��9��"�9���	$�	�������������
���
����

���	
����
��	���������
	
�����&
	�	���
Check with the local planning department 
for addition measure to take when working 

��	�
��������

Sandhills habitat  If you are in Bonny Doon, 
Ben Lomond, or anywhere in the hills west 
of Soquel-San Jose Road and the soil looks 
like beach sand, you could be in sandhills 
��&
	�	��7
	�����

�����
�	$��!����	��	�
�
plants and insects, you should avoid 
clearing, burying, or trampling the herbs and 
2���������

���
��

�	��&��������
�������	���

Clear brush 

Remove Ladder Fuels

Reduce fuels near 
the structure

Lean, clean, and green:
Remove branches within

10 ft. from chimney

defensible space

Create a Fire-Resistive Environment

���	���!����	���������	�	
���$����������
���������6��������
������
avoid clearing around dusk during the summer months (May 15 
	������������	�%4*�	�����

�
����	��	��	�������������
	
���
����	���
��
�
!�$������������
������"��
	���������	������	�!���&��������
!�
	�����
�����&�����	�	��������
��������!�	����	���

Santa Cruz Long-toed salamander habitat. If you are within 
one mile to the ocean side or three miles to the mountain side of 
3
����$�%��&�	�����J
��#���B�����
��������
�	���$����������&�&�$�

���������
�����&
	�	�����	�
�������$��������
�	�$���
������������
'%�1%z�
������	���*���
����	��$��!���	
�������	�	
�����
�������	��

	�!����	��������$�&$��
�&
������	�����%��	��%4�!��	��B���������
����$	�
����
	�
�����!��	��!�$���������
����������
���
�	����
�
leave damp logs with plenty of soil contact in place in the area 
&�	����������
�%���!��	��!�$���������

Oak woodland. If most of the trees in your neighborhood are oak 
	������$����������&�&�$�
���������
���
�����
���������
�����&
	�	��
separate the canopy from the under story by limbing up branches, 
��
���	�
������������	
�������&����$��������/����
����	�����
���
�	��$��
	�
��%���!��	��!����	���	�����������
����
���!�����&��������

	����0	�!������!������

���	��	��������$�

Riparian corridors and wetlands. If your property has a stream, 
���
������������
	������������	�����	��������	�	
����
	�
��%���!��	��!�
�	��

�����	����4��!��	��!���$���1����
��	��������
���1���!��	��!���
�	�����	��	������
�$���������$�
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PLAN
/��������
���
��	

��	���#�&��� 
your evacuation.

Create a Plan

9��:
�������������	���&�
	��	�������

&���(
������
�����
�(�
�

As part of your plan, make a list of items you 
���	�	��	�����
	��$���
��
������������	
����

3���0������5�������&�	�$��������
������
prepare your own �
�	�

Important Stuff
 � Prescriptions, medications

 � Eyeglasses

 � �����	��	�
������	��'&
�	�����	
���	����
passports, insurance papers & inventory, 
personal phone & address books, tax, 
�������������
��	
��������
������	��*

 � Jewelry

 � Pet, pet food, leash, carrier

 � Child’s favorite toy

 � External drive or computer backup

 � 9����'
��	�������	�	��	��/B��������	� 
�!�����
��*

 � Cell phone and charger

 � Laptop and charger

• �����$����(�����	��	�=	�!!)��
�	����
$�

• Keep sturdy boxes ready for collecting 
	�
�������$�����
�	�

• E������������������$�=����$��
	� 

Emergency Supply Kit

7��������	����	�����$������0	������	
���	��
���������������!��������
���������&������
Emergency Supply Kit that includes items 
$��0������
�
!�$��������	��������	���

Store them in easy-to-carry containers such 
���&���1�����������	
�����	�����

 � A three-day water supply  
'%������������������������
�$*

 � A three-day food supply that won’t  
spoil, and a way to open it

 � One change of clothing & shoes 
per person

 � One blanket or sleeping bag per person

 � �����	��

��
	�	��	�
����
���
family prescriptions

 � Spare eyeglasses

 � Emergency tools

 � Battery powered radio

 � Flashlight

 � Plenty of extra batteries

 � Extra set of car keys

 � /�
��	������
��

 � Special items for infants, elderly, disabled

 � Pet transport carrier and leash

 � Pet food for three days

 � Sunglasses

 � Goggles (for high wind or blowing 
���&���
�������&���*

 �  Work gloves

• If possible, involve your children in 
the planning – let them feel part of 
	�����������

• J��
�����
���
�	��$����(�����	��	�=	�!!)�
�
�	�����������$�=����$��
	����
�

����$�

• Learn alternate ways out of your 
neighborhood, in case the usual way 
&�������&�����
�

• Plan how you’ll transport your pet – get a 
	�������	������
!���������$�

• If you have large animals, learn how to 
���������9����$����������#����	���	��!�
��
����9��	�������3������=��
�	$�

• Designate a relative or friend as an 
out-of-area contact through whom family 
���&������������$�
�!����	
����G����
distance phone systems often work while 
������������
��	
���������������
�
�

• 6�����$���	�&�������������
�
����
	����	�������	���
	
������	����������
��
for safety and you may not be able to 
��	����B��������������	��
���
������!���
persons or pets who will be home when 
$��0�����	� 

PLANdesign a
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Two Ways Out

Your home escape plan should include 
two ways out of every room – in case the 
��������$���	�
��&�����
�&$������/������	����
:��
�$�:
����������E�������
�����
�
	�����
&���
��	
	�	������

A pre-arranged meeting place…

And just as you should have a place to meet 
outside your home, to be sure everyone’s 
out, your evacuation plan should consider 
alternate routes out of your neighborhood, in 
�����	������������	��&�������&�����
�

When local phones are disrupted in a 
disaster, long distance lines are often still 
!���	
��
�����	0���
���	�����1���������
	��
a distant relative or friend to call them in 
the event of a local disaster, to let family 
���&���������$��0���H���

If you let that distant contact know that your 
family has evacuated and is safe, other 
distant family members (who know of the 
�����
���
�����*�����������
���
	��	����	����
��
�������������$���������
�	��	�$��0���H���
/�
������1

�	�����������
��	
����(!��
�$�
�����1
������)������������
��������	�@������
And that Emergency Supply Kit you’ve 
�����&��
�!����
�
����������	
����
��������
�����������
��������	�@���������	����

���	���

Best of all is the peace-of-mind that comes 
!���������
���!����
�
�����������
���$����
�������
��������

�������
�����	
�
������1
��!����	
�
	
���

GO
Get a move on!
• #��0	���
	�	��&��	��
�	��������	���

Authorities may not have time to order an 
������	
�����!�$���!����	����	���
��������
���$��������
�
	
�	
���

• H&�$���
�����!�������!�������	���
�����
�!�������/��$���
���	��
�	����
�����
�����
��	
������������	�����
�!����	
���

• #�
����
	��$�������
�
��	�����!����
�
&
�
	$�

• Drive calmly and with special attention to 
����	�������/��$�������	�������������&���
���$���������

• Do not block the access roadway for 
����	������

• �!���������	�����$����$�������!�����!���
��
the car than out  –  keep moving if you 
��������� �

• Check with your child’s school about their 
=	�
��	�J�������E��
�$��/��$������
������
plans to protect children in place or to bus 
	����	����!�������	
�����/�����

������
congestion during evacuation, pick-up 
�����
�&���������
��!	���	�����
�
���������

• #H��H/������+1%1%�!������1��������
���

• Do not attempt to re-enter the area until 
�!��
����������
	�

• Check-in at your nearest designated 
������	
������	����G�����!�������	�
�!��
��������

���	�$����7��	����$����	�$�
there or not, checking in will help others 
�����$��0�����!�� 
 

ACT
When evacuation seems likely,  
put your plan into action.
/������
����&���	�����
������&���	��	�$���
�����������
�������J����&����	����	��	��
����
����$��	������
��
	$������������	$�

• ?���$�����
�	��!�(�����	��	�=	�!!�)�9�����	�
	�����
	����
��&�5���$����������
�$�����$�

• Face your car outward, so you have the 
&��	��
�
&
�
	$������$��������	��������

• G��
�$����(�����	��	�=	�!!)���
�
��������$�=����$��
	�
�	��	�������

• Load pets at the last minute when the 
!��
�$�������� 

And if there’s time…
• �������������
�
������
�
��������������
�

• 9�������	����
�
���&�
�
��

• Cluster lawn furniture and other things 
	��	��
��	������������	��������
����

• G������5	��
����
��	�������	�������
������	������
�	���������
��	���������

• Don’t leave garden sprinklers on  –  they 
����

�
�
�����
	
������	������������

• G�������	���������

• Remove light curtains and other thin 
���&��	
&����!�����
�
����

design a plan
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NEIGHBORSWork with your

Become a FireWise USA Recognized Neighborhood. Firewise USA is a national program hosted by 
	�����	
�����:
���E��	��	
��������
�	
�����	�
����!���������	��	���������
��&���������	���	����
����
������
	$�	����
�����
�
�����
����	��������
���	
�����
������&���	
����G�����:
���=�!��9����
���
��	���
South Bay area promote the Firewise USA recognition process as a way for communities in the WUI 
'7
�
���
1?�&�����	��!���*�	����
����	��
���
�
������
�����/�
��
����
����
���	
����
�����!�������
���
��
��&����	�������	���	�������
�!���
&������������������
��
����������	
��������
�����
�������

�������������&�
�
��'
• 9�����
	$��
�
�����
�������&����
���
�

by neighbors working together

• Participation is voluntary

• �������������
��
����
	�����	�������
�����
providing safer access

• Increases community communication, 
collaboration and emergency 
preparedness

• Potential consideration by home 

���������������
���'?=�����
�B�����$*

• Potential access to grant money

What is the process?
Six steps to becoming Firewise USA 
������
"�
�!���	������	�$���Y

1. Potential access to grant money

2. Form a steering committee with a few 
proactive neighbors

3. Collect neighborhood data for a 
Community Risk Assessment, and 
complete the assessment with input from 
����������:
���E��!���
�����

4. Prepare a Multi-Year Plan, using 
observations from the Community Risk 
Assessment and neighborhood priorities

5. Complete one community education event 
����	�
�	���
�
�����
�����
��	
��

6. Meet the minimum community investment 
��
	��
��'%�����������4�������������
�!���
	���$���*

7. Create a Firewise USA portal account, 
������	����
���&�
	�$��������
��	
���

How Fire Safe councils help
/���:
���=�!��9����
���!�=��	��9��"�9���	$�

��������������	���������
"�	
���	��	�������	��
communities interested in the Firewise USA 
��������
��	�������$�Y

• E���

����(7�$�~��:
���
��)�������
	$�
presentation to help start the process

• Provide email support and coaching, as 
time permits

• Online resources for education

• Potential to network with leaders from 
other Firewise communities

/����@���	����
�	�������������
�@�
����	�
����7�
��������	��
������	�(�
� or 
visit ���(�
��������	��
��(�
��for more 

�!����	
���
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work with your neighborsOrganize a community defensible space and chipping day. You can 
work on common areas such as private roads or help neighbors on their 
properties. The cost of chipping the cleared materials may be covered by 
your local Fire Safe Council or Resource Conservation District.

Chipping programs
Chipping is a great alternative to burning or hauling  for 
managing woody vegetation removed during defensible 
�����������
����=���������������������!!���
�!���&�	��

�

�

�������
���
��&�����
��
��=��	��9��"�9���	$�	�������
local Fire Safe Councils and the Resource Conservation 
#
�	�
�	��!�=��	��9��"�9���	$�

Resource Conservation District of Santa Cruz County
��
��
�����
���	����"����

Bonny Doon Fire Save Council
����&
!������

South Skyline Fire Safe Council
�������	���$�
�������!�����

Uses for woodchips*
3�������������

����!�����
������
��
���9�
��������
�&��
used on your own property to prevent the spread of diseases, 
��	�������

 � Mulch

 � Livestock or pet bedding

 � In raised beds or compost piles

 � Cover bare soil to prevent erosion

 � Make a walkway

 � Control invasive plants

 � Play area for kids

��#H��H/��������
���
��������$�2����&�����	��
����
	�
��
������!��	����
��	����!�$���������������
��	��������	�����
5�

������
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FORESTSBuild healthy

Restoring our Forests.�/���!����	��
��=��	��9��"�B���	�
���������
��
����	�$�������
������	���
past two centuries, due to historic logging practices, land development, and in large part decades of 
������������
����/���������!���	�������������
������!����	����������	�
�
���5����
���!����&�
�
�����
�

����
�������
���������	1�����	
�����	
�������	�	
����/��������

	
�����������
��
	���5	�����
�����	�
conditions, a warming climate, arid site-adapted conifer species displacing hardwoods and other 
����
	
�������
����������
��
���&
�

����
	$����
���	��
����������
�����/��������	�����&����
����
���	��
our unique ecosystem and will require environmentally sensitive management to redirect the path of 
�����
�����
��	�����
�������
�������

	
����
����	
�������!����	����
�������
	$��

Forest management plans
��!����	����������	������':BE*�
�������
�
����!������
��
�������
�����������	
���
���������!����	�
����
���/����������	�
����
various actions and what the predicted long 
	���������	���
���&���/���������������!�����
on conservation activities to rebuild forests 
	��	��������
�
��	�	����	��	����
���
�
������
�
&�		����
��	�
�	����
��	���������

Plans are prepared by Registered 
Professional Foresters and open of the 
option of receiving funding to assist with the 

�������	�	
����!��������������	��

Your local Resource Conservation District 
��
����������	�����
���!�����!�	���?=#��
Natural Resources Conservation Service can 
also provide resources for developing and 

�������	
�������������$����������	$�

�+������&�	�
��
?�
���������
&�
�����
�������	1�!!��	
���	����
for managing fuel loads on large acreages 
and can be one of the prescriptions in a 
!����	����������	�������H���������=	�	��
E�������~H\����
�?9�=��	��9��"������&����
using controlled burns to improve habitat 
��
��������!������7��	�	��������������&��	�
��
���������
&�
��������$����������	$.

As part of their vegetation management 
program, CalFire has a cost-share option for 
private landowners to complete controlled 
&��������	��
������������	
��������������

/���9��	����9���	�E�����
&�
������
Association leads and participates in all 
types of private land burning from cultural to 
��������
��	�����
���
��� 
����&�����>���	�������	�&�

Regional collaboration
Large public and private landowners, 
�����
������
����
	
�����~H\���
�
��	�$���
�
tribal bands are working together to develop 
countywide priorities for forest health and 
�
�
�������
�
���$��/�
��
����
	
�����	�	���
landscape level to bring in critical state and 
federal funding to carry out on-the-ground 
���]��	��

6���������
���	�������&��	���
�������	�
these local groups working towards 
long-term sustainable solutions reduce 
��	��	����
���
�
�����	�	���������������

=��	��9��"�B���	�
��=	����
��
����	�����
��������	

:
���=�!��9����
���!�=��	��9��"�9���	$�
�����!����	����"����

9���	���J��
�����E�
��
	
"�	
���~������
funded through the Coastal Conservancy, is 
working to identify key projects, understand 
potential barriers, and develop solutions in 
���	�����
���
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Build healthy forests



Fires have always burned through our area 
as part of the ecological life cycle. Only in 
the last 100 years have we built homes in 
wildland areas. By controlling the spread 
��������
�#����
������	��������	�
��
���
��	
�	
����	�
����
�������(��
�
���
�#�
	����<�������
�������	�����
���
����	����#�
unpredictable and life-threatening.

=���
����������
�����	����>&�
	����
'�
	���	
�
�	����������&	�������������

�	�
�����	��	
����	�
�������"	
��������
��
cycle, there ARE things you can do today to 
prepare for the next WILDFIRE.

If you put it off until there’s smoke in the 
air, it’s too late!

@��
�
���<����
����������������
�J�������
�
��
�����#�	��J �
����	�����		�
�����
����(((

/���
����	���!��
�
����	�����������	�����������!��
�
����
our communities, local wildlife and our natural 
�����������J������$����
�����$�
����

������$����
����
����
�����	������������	���&��	��������	
���
��\	�
����$����������	�����!�$����������	$�
��
�����
�&$�
�����	������������$��������������
��&���	��$���	���

�

���������$��Call your insurance company before you 
throw any damaged items away or clean anything 
up!�����$��	�����
�	������!�
�������
��	��!	���	��������
�!�$���
����	������
�������������	��	�	���=��	��9��"�
9���	$�H!�����!�J���������J������$���
�J��
�
�����
'HJ�*����	�����������$�����
����
����	���	��!�	���
�
	$�$����
���
���=	�!!��
���&���&���	������

��
�!����	
���
������
�	�������������������������������	����
���	1�����������$������������/�
��
��]��	������	
����
�	��
������$������
�����
������
"�	
��������
��������

����$�
���������1���
�
�&��
���!	��������������$�

��������	
���	����
���������������������������
and Resilience (OR3).  In response to the CZU August 
G
��	
���9�����5�:
����	���=��	��9��"�9���	$�����
��!�
=�����
���������	�
�	���H!�����!�J���������J������$�
��
�J��
�
�����'HJ�*��/������
��
���
��	��
�������
our community’s emergency response, elevate our 
disaster awareness and prepare for increases in 
�5	��������	����
���	����
��	��������� 
���/��/��
��$���0/��/���123/���#

Fire Safe Council of Santa Cruz County. /���:
���=�!��9����
��
�!!������1	�1
�	��
�!����	
���
��
����������
�����
�����������	�
����������������!�����������
����� 

��������
�����0/���

The Resource Conservation District of Santa Cruz County 
(RCD) in partnership with the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service has compiled a library of literature and videos to help 
guide property owners in the recovery of your land and the 
���������	��!�����!!�!����&����
��	���	����� 
��	��
�����0/��������$
��

United Policy Holders is a trustworthy and useful information 
resource and a respected voice for consumers of all types of 

���������
������4���	�	�����
��!!����

���	����������$�������	�
���������� 
uphelp.org. 

Contact Information
Resource Conservation District  
of Santa Cruz County 
z�����$������=�
	��%�` 
9��
	�����9��+4�%� 
EY�z�%�{`{��+4�� 
�Y�
�!����
���	����"���� 
www.rcdsantacruz.org 

Fire Safe Council of Santa Cruz County 
�Y�
�!�������!����	����"���� 
���(�
��������	��
��(�
� 

Design & Layout
Kramer Design  619.544.1052 
www.kramerdesign.com

Resource Conservation District 
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After the Fire
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